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GEORGETOWN, Guyana, Nov. 
25 — U.S. servicemen completed the 
grisly task of removing bodies 
from Jonestown today, discovering 
that at least 910 persons died last 
Saturday when cult leader Jim 
Jones led them in a mass suicide 
ritual. v 

The higher death toll was described 
as a tentative final count. 

“It should be pretty close,” Capt. 
John J. .Moscatelli, the U.S. military 
spokesman,, said as the final corpse- 



in the mass -ritual sujciue ,.tnat, ioi- 
lowed a cult ambush on an inspection 
party led by Rep. Leo Ryan (D-CaliL) 
as it was preparing to leave from a 
nearby airstrip. Most took poison, at 
least three, including the cult leader 
Jones, reportedly died of gunshot 
wounds.. V , 

In addition' there have been persist- 
ent but. unconfirmed stories that still 

- \ See BODIES, A20, Col. 2 

Jonestown tragedy began with am- 
bush of a congressman . . : Page A20. 



laden helicopter flew out of here this 
afternoon. y-*. 



With the Jonestown campsite, 
cleared of all bodies, authorities here 
. said that there was no evidence of any' 
f massive escape into the surrounding 
i forest, a possibility that had remained' 
| a dim hope among survivors and rela- 
I fives.- There was no evidence that- 
| force was used on the newly discov- 
ered victims, according to spokesmen. . 



Exhausted U.S. soldiers, after five' 
days of work among bloated bodies' 
and vermin that began to infest the 
campsite, were- preparing this after- 
noon to conclude their mission to Gu- 
yana. ...... , . ; , j .. .. .. 

The bodies . blanketed the campsite 
in layers three deep in; some places, 
Moscatelli said. The soldiers, pro- 
tected by surgical masks and rubber 
gloves, would remove one- body only 
to discover another under that and 
still another under that. That is why 
the count kept changing, he said. 



Moscatelli said he hoped the figure 
of 910 — 130 higher - than yesterday's 
count — would be final. 

The total more than accounts for 
the 915 Peoples Temple cultists Guya- 
nese officials believed were living in 
their country, though no one seemed 
certain of the true number. 

By current estimates, no more than 
32 of the then, Women, children and 
babies living at Jonestown escaped 
last week’s violence. 



Most are thought to have perished 
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others who may have resisted suicide 
were shot by cult loyalists. 

One survivor old reporters yester- 
day that he witnessed more, shootings 
than is generally believed to have oc- 
curred. At the same time, another cult 
member, Tim Garter, was saying that 
he watched weeping women lining up 
to receive the poisoned Kool-aid mix- 
ture being distributed to the Peoples 
Temple members and that he saw his 
own wife among them, her dead child 
in her arms. 

But during Carter’s comments, an- 
other cult member burst in and ac- 
cused him- of lying. ' •■■J*- 3 " ■ 

At the cult’s Georgetown headquar- 
ters, four bodies with their throats slit 
were found on the same night in an 
apparently related act of violence 
timed with the Jonestown events. Au- 
thorities initially thought these four 
had committed suicide. 

But today, a 43-year-old resident of 
the headquarters house, who was de- 
scribed by acquamtanees as a “simple 
and uneducated man who would do 
anything he was told,” was charged, 
with murder in connection with the 
four deaths. 



. Charles. Edward Beikman, 'originally 
of Indianapolis, Ind., was arraigned in 
court on, charges stemming from the 
death of Sharon Amos -Harris, 42; and 
; her three children aged 21, 9 and 11. 
He was also charged with the at- 
tempted murder of . another resident 
of the house, Stephanie Jones, be- 
lieved to be about 11 years old and no 
relation to Jim Jones. 

Beikman, a blond stocky man about 
five-feet-fiye inches tall and unshaven, 
stood silently as he heard the charges 
which could result in-jus hanging. 

.; > About 46 cult members were in the 
i small,, two , story stucco house in 
Georgetown at the' time of the trag- 
edy, local authorities say. 

: According to surviving cultists, the 

residents housed there were those 
I ’ most trusted by “Bishop” Jones, as he 
. was known to. the Guyanese. Only 
they could be counted on not to flee 
the cult, and' report to the outside 
- world survivors said. it 

Residents .of Jonestown, most of. 
> whom came to Guyana believing the 
camp to be a “tropical paradise,” were 
often greeted at the gates by armed 
: ! guards when they arrived and kept 




there through a variety of coercive 
• measures, according to survivors. . 

All of the headquarters residents in- 
: eluding Jones’ son, Steven, 19, have 
been unde rheavy armed guard since 
the deaths last ^yeek and barred from 
leaving the house by Guyanese offi- 
cials. During the arraignment today, 
their lawyer here complained that 
they felt they were “under siege.’’ 
Many of those inside are considered 
material witnesses to the four mur- 
ders and are also believed to have 
knowledge of events that occurred 120 
miles away at Jonestown. In addition, 
many of the survivors here and in the 
United States say . they are .living in 
fear of retribution ' from these' resi- 
dents if and when they are released. 

Some of the Jonestown refugees 
here have been literally hiding in 
their own guarded hotel rooms in fear 
of the remaining Jones adherents. 

: The survivors have been awaiting 
word from the Guyanese government 
that they are no longer needed as wit- 
nesses and may return to the United 
States to begin new lives. 

Meanwhile, military helicopters con- 
tinued to search the sparsely inhab- 
ited territory around Jonestown with 
loud speakers calling forlornly into 



the rain forest for any other survivors 
of the . suicide ritual. 

Ground searches of the area have 
failed to discover survivors or bodies 
outside the campsite Moscatelli re- 
ported. 

Because the original number of 
... dead, 400, was so distant from the esti- 
mated number of Jonestown resi- 
dents, authorities thought many might 
have fled into the forest. . 

“There’s no indication now that 
: there were any massive number of 
survivors,” the captain said. “There’s 
no indication that there was. a mass 
escape or egress. .And there’s no evi- 
ii dence that anything'buUpoison-killed’’ 
most, of the Jonestown residents. .. 

The bodies were being bagged as 
quickly as they were found. They 
were then placed in aluminum coffins 
and flown to a makeshift U.S. military 
camp about one quarter mile across 
the runway from the civilian air ter- 
minal here. C-141 transports then flew 
them to Delaware. 

Moscatelli said no one could be 
identified visually anymore. The bod- 
ies are swollen with arms and legs ‘/as 
big as tree limbs,” he said. Rats have 
also begun to move into the hot and 
rainy site as the bodies decomposed. 




